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Guns don’t Kill People: People Kill People
Question 1
Reflecting back on this topic, I would like to think that I have grasped two very essential lessons. With regards to the criteria of causation, I have come to appreciate the baseline conditions on which cause can be inferred. These conditions include that of contiguity, temporal precedence, and constant conjunction. These imply that for there to be a definitive cause-and-effect relationship between the variables being studied then the presumed cause and effect must depict an unbroken series (contiguity), the cause must precede the effect in time (temporal precedence), and  the cause had to be present whenever the effect was obtained (constant conjunction) (Sherman, 1995). In terms of the independent and dependent variables, then the independent variable must occur before the dependent variable, both variables must be empirically related to each other, and the observed relationship cannot be explained away as the effects of another variable (Maxfield and Babbie, 2008). The second important lesson is on the threats to the validity of causal inferences in which I learnt that there are four classes of threats to validity that correspond to the types of questions asked by researchers in an attempt to establish cause and effect: the major class being bias that threatens the statistical conclusion validity and internal validity. In addition, it was very clear of how the threats to the external and construct validity affect the researchers’ ability to generalize from an observed relationship (Maxfield and Babbie, 2008). 
With regards to the topic “Guns don’t kill people: people kill people”, the kind of cause-and-effect relationship that is mainly implicated is that of lack of tighter legislations that oversee gun control. In the advent of mass shootings, the public and some of its officers holding high-end offices in the government always respond in the same way scrutinizing the available laws on guns controls while calling the government to exercise a lot more control over possession of guns in the country. This is made with the assumptions that it is the availability of guns that prompt the criminal perpetrators to commit the offenses in which they are implicated. This kind of cause-and-effect relationship has been challenged by some of the alternative explanations that include the backgrounds of hatred, mental illness especially schizophrenia and bipolar disorders, biology of the male gender with specific focus on their levels of testosterone and its aggressive effects on men who are responsible for 85% of all murders, and culture that seems to promote the ideation of manliness as being tough, confident, and unemotional (Oxplore, 2020). Hatred is depicted as one of the strongest emotions known to cloud people’s judgement. This emotion couple with resentment that builds up over time has been shown to cause people to snap at times and prompt them to behave in unexpected manner. It is the cause that has been implicated in murder cases such as that of the British taxi driver Derrick Bird who killed 12 people and injured 11 others in Cumbria in 2010, and was depicted as having played a role in addition to the struggle to understand one owns sexuality in the killing spree by Omar Mateen who shot 53 people in a gay night club (Oxplore, 2020). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In an attempt to generate accurate, precise, and reliable data to support the validity of these inferences, the measurements that could be conducted would include the use of observational studies and other experimental studies to try and deduce the definitive cause-and-effect relationship to support these inferences as the main evidence that supports the idea that guns are just the trigger and not the killer where murder and homicide cases are concerned.  For instance, the researchers in this topic would consider carrying out longitudinal studies in which they follow people who are exposed to or have the desired cause to see if they would commit the crime solely because of the proposed cause of interest to the study. Yes, it is my belief that longitudinal studies can in fact lead to cause-and-effect relationship. This is because these studies are undertaken solely to test the existence of association between a suspected cause and effect and this is a major strength of using these studies and especially where the cause being investigated is rare. Alternatively they would conduct cross-sectional studies by looking at past cases or interviewing convicts in a bid to highlight the total number of cases in which hatred or any of the proposed cause led to the offender committing the crime. This way they will be able to demonstrate using data gathered from real life scenarios the possible cause-and-effect relations between the proposed inferences as one way of supporting these claims (Sherman, 1995). 
Question 2
The statement relates to the three criteria for inferring causation by indicating the fact that by using cross sectional studies, the researchers will not be able to determine the cause-and-effect relationship since through these types of studies the temporal sequence of events between the cause and the effect cannot be established. These studies are used to study the situation as it is at the moment hence the other alias prevalence studies and this can only highlight how the prevalence rates of the variable being studied differ from one season to the next. This is unlike longitudinal studies which are undertaken solely to test the existence of association between a suspected cause and effect being able to deduce the change following the occurrence of the cause (Sherman, 1995).
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